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What is Copernicus?
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Components & Competences
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Copernicus Sentinel Data Policy

ü Joint COM/ESA Sentinel Data Policy Principles have been prepared
in 2009 - adopted by ESA MSs in Sep 2009

ü EU Delegated Act on Copernicus Data and Information Policy has been 
published on 12 July 2013 (C(2013)4311, final)

ü ESA will table a Sentinel Data Policy for approval by PB -EO in Sep 
2013. Main principles of Sentinel data policy:

ü Open access to Sentinel data by anybody and for any use

ü Free of charge data licenses

ü Restrictions possible due to technical limitations or security 
constraints
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Sentinel Data Policy =

FREE and OPEN access



Copernicus Space Component 
Role of ESA

ü Coordinator of overall Copernicus Space 

Component

ü Definition of overall architecture and plan 

for future evolutions

ü Coordinating access to Copernicus 

missions from national, EUMETSAT and 

third party satellite owners

ü Development and procurement Agency for 

dedicated space infrastructure

ü Development of first spacecraft and 

Ground Segment

ü Procurement of recurrent elements

ü Operator of Sentinel - 1, Sentinel - 2,  Sentinel - 3 

( land) and Sentinel - 5 precursor

ü EUMETSAT is operator of Sentinel -3 

(marine), Sentinel -4, Sentinel -5 and 

Sentinel -6
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Copernicus Space Component: the 
dedicated Sentinels é

S1A/B: Radar Mission 3 Apr 2014/22 Apr 2016

S2A/B: High Resolution Optical Mission 23 June 2015/2017

S3A/B: Medium Resolution Imaging and Altimetry Mission  16 Feb 2016/2017

S4A/B: Geostationary Atmospheric Chemistry Mission 2021/2027

S5P: Low Earth Orbit Atmospheric Chemistry Mission 2016

S5A/B/C: Low Earth Orbit Atmospheric Chemistry Mission  2021/2027

S6 A/B: Altimetry Mission 2020/2025
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é with a long- term operational 
perspective
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S-1 A /B /C/D

S-1 2nd Generation

S-2 A/B/C/D

S-2 2nd Generation

S-3 A/B/C/D

S-3 2nd Generation

S-4 A/B (on MTG)

S-5 Precursor

S-5 A/B/C (on MetOp -SG)

S-6 A/B

Access to Contributing Missions


